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Lum Shu En
Intermediate Class
Cheras Church

| have been attending Religious Education class for 16 years. Over the years, | have reaped numerous benefits

through listening, observing, understanding and experiencing.

D

This is the bible verse which inspired me most. At times, we may be bullied at school, but we need not fear
because God will protect us, like a shepherd protecting his sheep. He will never allow wolves to devour us. We

need not be anxious because God will surely provide.

I would like to thank the teachers for their love and patience towards us all these years. They have been sharing
various testimonies to help us in understanding God’s love. Because of their advice, we know about the presence

of our heavenly Father and that we must rely on Him in our lives and never
forget Him. God loves us. Therefore, we should not allow His love to stay
stagnant; we must pass on this love, so that more people can feel the love
of God.

Whenever | feel sad and helpless, | will recall this story told to me by a
teacher — “Footprints in the Sand”. A boy would often walk on the beach.
Whenever he was happy, there would be two pairs of footprints in the
sand. But whenever he was sad and cried, there would only be a pair of
footprints in the sand. He was completely baffled and wondered why it
was so. Then, God spoke to him: “Son, whenever you are happy, | walked
beside you and listened to your happy stories; but, whenever you are sad,
| carried you through these difficult moments”. We often feel lonely, but in
reality, the Lord is always with us. Although this story is short, it constantly
motivates and gives me strength.

| would like to say thank you to the teachers. | believe that during lessons,
some of us have been mischievous, lacked concentration and were
indifferent to the teacher’s presence. Thank you for your tolerance, love and
guidance. Most importantly, thank you for your continuous efforts made to
improve teaching methods to make lessons more interesting and lively.
Instead of the usual mundane style of just jotting down notes, we got to
watch video clips, played games, and listened to stories and testimonies. It
encouraged us to learn the Word of God in a relatively simpler method and
to understand the ways to becoming a better Christian.

Therefore, | encourage all parents to allow your children to attend religious
education classes, because every child’s faith is first established through
religious education.
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MY DIARY

This is about my experience at the Upper
Primary Bible Camp (UPBC), which was
held from September 18 — 22, 2015 at the
Petaling Jaya church. It was my first time at
the Petaling Jaya church as well as attending
an Upper Primary Bible Camp (UPBC).
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Nichole, Abigail and | went to the
Petaling Jaya churchin Bro. Isaac Tan’s
car. Before we reached the church, we
went to a nearby restaurant to have
dinner. After dinner, we went to church
for night service, which was held at
the main hall. Nichole, Abigail and |
sat next to one another in the church
hall. We listened to sermons and sang
hymns.

After service, we went to the church’s
second hall, which would be where we
would have our lessons and prayers.
After a short briefing, we went to our
dormitory. | was in the same dormitory
as Nichole. There were 8 people in
our dormitory. The group leader of our
dormitory was a sister from the Klang
Church. After unpacking our things we
had a shower. Then we went back to
our dormitory and got ready for bed.
Nichole and | slept next to each other.
Atfirst, | could not get used to sleeping
on the mattress. Soon enough though,
without realizing, | fell asleep.
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Today was the first day we started our
lessons. We had our first prayer led
by Dn. Aaron Tan. After the prayer, we
had breakfast. Following that was a
hymnal session led by a student from
Petaling Jaya. Dn. Aaron Tan taught
us lessons 1 and 2 as well as a song
titled #4, which goes like this:
"EAE ZHRE

W HRE

e BHRE

FRATE T T A

He even played the guitar to
accompany our singing.

Next, was lesson 3 by Dn. Matthias
Ho. He taught us to sing “FLA#E ok
FIHRERAT. He also taught us what kind
of prayer God listens to. Then we had
a delicious lunch. Following lunch, we
attended Sabbath service. Actually,
we were supposed to have had our
service in the main hall, but there were
too many students attending the Bible

Camp, so we went to the uncompleted
hall upstairs.

After service, we had our first activity -
arts and crafts. We were to do a craft
and write a verse that we could each
choose from the Bible. My verse was:
“Rejoicing in hope,

Patient in tribulation,

Continuing steadfastly in prayer.”
Romans 12: 12

After activity time, we had dinner. Then
we got our break time, during which
we had to think of putting up a show.
Nichole, Gideon, James, Cloris, Velon
and | came up with some very nice
and funny ideas for our show. We
would be performing it in front of our
friends and facilitators.

Following our break time, Nichole and
| (representing the Cheras church) led
the hymnal. This was our first time
leading a hymnal. Although | was
scared, | also felt very excited that
| got this chance. After that, we had
the second activity, hymnal. We sang
three songs: ‘Yesus Pokok Dan Kita
Cabangnya’, ‘“#i#JL%&’ and ‘There’s
a quiet understanding’.

Then we had supper. After which,
we had some free time. So, Nichole,
Gideon, James, Cloris, Velon and |
practiced. After some practice, we
put up our very first show. It was quite
good. After that, it was time for bed.
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We had our third prayer session led
by Pr. Habakkuk Hee. Then we had
our breakfast. After that, lessons 4 —
6 were conducted alternately by Pr.
Habakkuk Hee and Dn. Matthias Ho.
After the lessons, we had our fourth
prayer session. Following that was
lunch. But just before lunch, there was
a group photo. Bro. Malcolm was the
photographer.

Following lunch, we had lesson 7,
titled: Prayer of Understanding, taught
by Sis. CJS and Sis. LSK. We learnt
about the Holy Spirit and The Lord’s
Prayer.

The third activity was held after that.
And it was the best of all because it
was GAMES! There were 5 sections,
namely: Question and Answer,
Photo Frame, Pass-the-water game,
Guessing and Drawing, and Acting
and Posing.

There were 11 people in each group.
We had to work together to win all
these games. Each group had a group
leader, a group name and a slogan.
My group’s name was “Victory” and
the leader was Bro. Victor from Klang.
My group’s slogan was “No matter
how hard it is, God will always be with
us, Gambateh” (Gambateh means
good luck in Japanese).

In Photo Frame, we had to choose
a number from 1 to 10. Then, they
would instruct us on what was needed
(e.g. 4 legs, 10 hands and 3 faces).
We just had to follow the instructions
and show it in the photo frame. Then,
one of the uncles would take a picture
and check if we had it right. When we
finished, we got our “money”.

In Pass-the-water game, each person
was given a piece of paper. We were
supposed to fold a box or something
else that can hold water. After that, we
had to collect water from the pail with
the folded item and pass it on to the
next person, who would then pour the
water into a cup. When we finished,
we got our “money”.

In Guessing and Drawing, 4 persons
would look at some drawings and
must then draw what they had seen
on the back of another 4 persons,
who would then draw what was
drawn on their backs onto a piece of
paper. Finally, the remaining 3 will then
have to guess what was drawn. Upon
completion, we got our “money”. For
Acting and Posing, one person had
to guess what we were based on
our acting, after which we got our
“money”.

My team worked well together. So we
were the first group to finish. We were
all so happy. Since we were first, we
got extra presents and we were also
first in line to choose what we could
buy with the “money” we earned. |
was so happy that we got the chance
to play those fun games.

Following dinner, we had break time.
We, the performers, also practiced
hard for our big show because there
were more people.

Later, we had hymnal led by a student
from Kajang Utama. After that, we had
our fourth Activity, which was Hymnal.
We practiced the songs that we learnt
because the Closing Ceremony would
be held tomorrow. Following supper
was our free time. We, performers
practiced for our big show. Then it
was time to sleep.
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While | was praying,
something strange happened -

my tongue and body started to move...
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Morning prayer was led by Pr.
Habakkuk Hee. Then we had
breakfast. In lessons 8 -10 taught by
Pr. Habakkuk Hee, we learnt about
when and where Jesus prayed. We
also learnt about how to get the Holy
Spirit and what a proper prayer is.

Following the lessons was Prayer
session 6, also led by Pr. Habakkuk
Hee. While | was praying, something
strange happened - my tongue and
body started to move. After the prayer
ended, Bro. Malcolm called Nichole,
Jeremy from Klang, David from Kajang
Utama and me to go to the meeting
room. We were asked to pray again.
After the prayer ended, they confirmed
that the four of us had received the
*HOLY SPIRIT *. | was so very HAPPY.

On the way to lunch, we collected our
photo (the one that Bro. Malcolm took
on 20 September 2015, Sunday). After
lunch, we had lesson 11 taught again
by Pr. Habakkuk Hee. For lesson 12,
titled ‘The Lord’s Prayer (taught by
Bro. LL and Sis HKY), we made a craft
on The Lord’s Prayer.

A4

Next was Lesson 13 by Pr. Habakkuk
Hee. This lesson was quite different,
because it was witnessing by
students. We got to listen to friends
who shared their experiences. But,
| did not share. After the lesson was
Prayer session 7. We had a bit of time
after prayer and before dinner. So, we
had hymnal sharing led by Sis. Wai
Leng. Some of the students shared
their favorite hymns. | shared hymn
number 90, ‘Count your Blessings’,
which was about giving thanks.

When we finished, it was time for
dinner. Then it was break time. We
performers practiced for our last
show. Then we had another hymnal,
led by a student from Gombak.

Following that was the Closing
Ceremony. We sang the three
hymns that we had prepared.
They were: “Yesus Pokok Dan Kita
Cabangnya’, ‘#i#yJL4‘and ‘There’s
a quiet understanding’. We took this
opportunity to thank all the Aunties and
Uncles who cooked for us and also
pbade farewell to them as tomorrow
would be our last day.

After the Closing Ceremony, we had
the best supper ever! French fries,
nuggets, fried chicken and the best of
all ----- ICE CREAM!

Then we had our free time. Pr.
Habakkuk Hee gave us permission to
sleep an extra hour longer tomorrow.
Then we put on our very last show!
And it was the BEST!
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Our last prayer session was led by Pr.
Habakkuk Hee. After prayer, we had
the best breakfast ever — Pizzal

Sis. Sook Yuen and Sis. Lisa Chiew
led us in cooking fellowship for our
final activity. We learnt to prepare 4
things: Orange juice, Egg sandwiches,
Tuna sandwiches and Inari Sushi (the
tow foo and the rice). Then we had a
cooking competition for the 4 items.

After the session, results were
announced. All the boys’ groups
got consolation prizes. Our group,
HANNAH, got second place and the
first place went to group ANNA. There
were also prizes for those who wrote
the most notes. |, too, got a prize — 3
flower pens.

Following that, we had lunch. And
finally there was Cleaningup. My group
cleaned the dormitory.

Then, it was time for us to leave. | was
very sad because | would miss all my
friends, every one of them!

By
Teo Sze Hui
Upper Primary Class
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UPPER PRIMARY
BIBLE CAMP 2015

18 September 2015 was the beginning of the Upper Primary
Bible Camp which was held in P.J church. | was so happy and
excited to be able to participate in the U.P.Bible camp. This
was my first experience of attending a bible camp. | was so
happy and couldn’t wait to see my best friends from Sungai
Long Evangelistic Centre. When my friends and | arrived, no
one was there yet. | was really anxious to meet them. Later
in the evening, we attended night service and we saw all our
friends inside the church hall. Some parents come to be with
their children too and when service was over, we went over
to the old church hall and gathered together to register for
the camp.

During the bible camp, | learn a lot of lessons about the
HOLY SPIRIT and THE LORD’S PRAYER. | am so glad to
know that all these lessons are beneficial to me. | will not
forget them because they remind me that wherever | go God
is protecting me and | will always remember that no one can
come between my life with God as it was in the garden of
Eden.

Leading the hymnal session also reminded me that while
we ae living in this world, we must always think about God
in our hearts, just like all the other characters in the bible.
They sang hymns to praise God; likewise, we should also do
so0. When we face difficulties, God will help us and we must
thank Him for all that he has done for us. We can sing hymns
to praise God and to preach the gospel.

| also made a lot of friends from other churches. Friends
also remind me that when we are living in this world, we can
depend on God as well as our friends in church; we will not
be afraid, even when satan is around. | am so happy to have
made so many friends in the church. They are going to face
the world with me and together, we can feel God’s mighty
power within us.

We learned that with God, nothing is impossible for Him.
We must believe in God because we are His descendants.
We must walk the ways that God has prepared for us and
be ready for the day of judgment and be able to be with
our Father in heaven. Only then, can we can forget all our
loneliness and sadness when we join God in the kingdom of
heaven and be by His side forever.

| will always remember the lessons taught by the preachers
and teachers and will put them in my heart because God’s
word is holy and must be obeyed. Now, | am just like a blind
man searching for help, but God is leading me all the way,
using the word of the bible that is taught by our preachers
and teachers.

God loves the little children and He will give us the best. We
need to give thanks for all the things we have; our house,
parents, food, water, life, love and a lot more. GOD has given
us too much, what shall we do for him? GOD wants us to
remember his death, be baptized and preach the gosple.
Trust in him and He will provide us a place in heaven.

On the 19th of September, on Saturday | received the
precious Holy Spirit from God. | am flowing with joy and
happiness. | shall face the world with the help of the Holy
Spirit and | will preach the gospel. The bible camp came to
an end quickly too quickly! | hope that the bible camp can be
for a longer period of time so that | can learn more and more
about God’s precious words. Although the time was short,
all the things that | have learned here have brought me one
step closer to God. Thank God for everything He has done
and bestowed on me. | will always remind myself to be a
good child of God.

All praise and glory to God.
By

Nichole Na

Upper Primary Class
Cheras Church
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* REELECTIONS
* * AFTER ATTENDING
2015 PERAK REGION
UPPER PRIMARY LIFE CAMP (UPBC)

> Hallelujah! I'm Chin Shi Rou from Sungai Siput, Perak. I'm a
standard six student and this is my last year in UPBC. | am
very reluctant to start secondary school next year as | will
not be able to attend UPBC anymore. However, | do look
forward to attending Junior Youth Bible Camp (JYBC).

My mom started to sign me up for UPBC since | was in
Standard three. Up until this year, | have been attending
UPBC. | have learnt a lot of Bible teachings as well as God’s
words. | would like to thank all the preachers, teachers, and
facilitators who have taught us with care as well as brethren
who prepared meals for us. Thank you for your love and
kindness.

By Chin Shi Rou

> Hallelujah! My name is Cheah You Qing, studying in standard

six, from the Sungai Siput Church. | have attended UPBC
for four years. | felt very happy during bible camps all these
years. | made a lot of friends in the bible camps. | gained
much knowledge about the truth and learnt how to get along
with people. | also learnt about cooperation and team spirit
through the games.

During every session of “I'm creative”, | was very excited
because every handicraft we made was very unique. |
learnt to be independent in every year’s bible camp and not
to always rely on my parents. | would like to thank all the
brethren who contributed silently, so that we could have
such fulfillment in the life camps. Thank youl!

By Cheah You Qing

> Hallelujah! I am Ho Lim Fong from the Sungai Siput Church.

| am 12 years old this year. This is my last year attending
UPBC and | feel a little sad because | will not be able to meet
some of my friends next year.

| still remember not knowing the purpose of attending UPBC
when | first attended it. After a couple of years, | realize that
attending life camp is to listen to the truth and learn from it.

Next year | will attend JYBC for the first time and | have to
pray earnestly for the Holy Spirit, with patience and with all
my heart. | hope to receive the Holy Spirit next year.

By Ho Lim Fong
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The TJC Bercham organized a two-day-one-night trip on 10 January 2015 to chilly Cameron Highlands. Due to the high
number of participants totalling about 70, we travelled there in great excitement in two buses.

After a long journey, we finally arrived at the Chefoo Centre, our place of stay. After a prayer of thanks to God for leading us, we
had lunch. Subsequently, Sabbath service was carried out in the hall.

After the service, we took the opportunity while everybody was gathered to play various games testing our understanding,
creativity and Bible knowledge. Everybody made the best effort to win the games while increasing our Bible knowledge.

At night, after a steamboat dinner, we took a walk to the night market. Before calling it a night, | took part in the youth activities.
Although they were just some simple games, it was enough for me to have sweet dreams.

On the second day, after morning prayer and breakfast, we carried out various outdoor activities despite the cold weather. We
had a happy time and before we realized it, it was time for lunch. After filling our stomachs, we checked out of the Chefoo
Centre and continued with our programme.

It was drizzling, but the rain did not stop our journey. We went to Cactus Point to see the cactuses; we stopped at the famous
Kea Farm to buy organic fruits and vegetables; we also travelled to Lavender Garden and Green View Garden to view the
beautiful scenery.

After all the activities, we drove back to church. We left Cameron Highlands reluctantly while watching the mist fading further
away from our sight. Although it was just a two-day trip, we will always remember the wonderful time we had.

By

Bro. Chin Kai Sheng (JY)
Bercham Church
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REPORT ON
CHERAS CHURCH
CHILDREN'’S
EVANGELISTIC SERVICE

On the 17th of October 2015, True Jesus Church Cheras
held her second Children’s Evangelistic Service. The first RE
Evangelistic Service was held in 2014. The theme then was
“The Love of God” and centered on a sketch on “Noah’s
Ark”. This time around, the theme of the Evangelistic meeting
was “The Parable of the Prodigal son”, a parable spoken by
Jesus which is recorded in Luke 15:11-32.

The parable of the prodigal son tells of a father who has
two sons. The elder son who worked in his father’s fields
was very devoted to his work. However, the younger son
came up to his father and demanded for his share of the
inheritance. According to the custom of the Jews, a firstborn
son will inherit a double portion of the inheritance when his
father dies. Therefore, the younger son was given his share
of the inheritance, one third of everything. Then he left his
home and journeyed to a foreign land. There, he led a riotous
and prodigal life, squandering his wealth in wild living. After
spending all that he had, a great famine came upon the land.
As a result, he had to look for work to sustain himself and
finally landed himself a job where he had to feed the swine
considered unclean animals in Jewish culture. Moreover, he
even desired to eat the food fed to the swine because he
was so famished. Finally, when he came to his senses, he
acknowledged that he had sinned greatly against God and
his father. He began his journey home, resolving to return to
his father’s house as a servant instead of a son. The father,
upon seeing his son walking from a faraway distance, was
filled with compassion and ran up to him, fell on his neck

AS
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and kissed him. He told his servants to prepare a feast for
his son, for his son who was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.

The RE Evangelistic Service began with a pre-service sing-
a-long led by Sis. Faith Chang. We sang three hymns:
“Walking with Jesus”, “Yesus Pokok dan Kita Cabangnya”.
The programme officially commenced at 8:00pm with a
hymnal, and prayer led by Sis Jayne Ho, with Sis Hui Ying
as the interpreter. Following that was a sketch of the parable
of the prodigal son. The cast of the sketch were as follows:
Bro. Joel, the prodigal son; Bro. Yong Song, the father; Bro
Lucas and Bro Andrew, the bad company; Bro Malcolm,
the employer of the prodigal son and Bro. Carlos, Bro.
Timothy, Bro Louis and Bro. Jun Jet were dressed as the
pigs. The sketch with appropriate props in the background
began with a dialogue between the prodigal son and the
father. They had a great sense of humour and made many
hilarious expressions. Their antics amused the congregation
and the church hall was filled with laughter. The following
scenes portrayed how the prodigal son spent his portion of
inheritance with bad company, going to modern-day bars
and casinos. After this, when he finally became broke, he
decided to return to his father and become his servant. The
sketch ended with the father receiving the son lovingly by
throwing a feast for him, despite all that he had done.
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After the sketch, Dn. Luke Chong delivered a short sermon
on the parable of the prodigal son. In his sharing, he
explained the parable, linking it to the love of God. God loves
us, no matter what, as long as we come before him with a
sincere and penitent heart, just like how the father received
the prodigal son. He welcomed him back with open arms
despite the fact that his son had the audacity to demand for
his inheritance and to squander it away in extravagant and
decadent living. Our heavenly father is just the same, He will
forgive us of our sins. Therefore, while it is still called ‘day’,
we should seize the opportunity to repent of our sins and
draw near to Him.

The next item was a choir presentation by the RE Children’s
Choir. They presented three hymns: “Everybody ought to
know”, “Life without Jesus is like a Doughnut” and lastly
“I come before you in Prayer”. These hymns tell us that
everybody ought to come to know our saviour, Lord Jesus
Christ, and without Him, our lives would be like a doughnut,
with a hole in the middle of our hearts. Finally, the service
ended with hymn 307 and a prayer. Thank the Lord that the
event was a success and everything was smooth sailing.

All glory, praise, thanks be given unto Lord Jesus.

By Bro. Andrew Tan
Cheras Church

( /; he Parable of

he Prodigal Son
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ESTABLISHMENT OF
TRUE JESUS CHURCH
SUNGAI LONG
STUDENT CENTRE
&
MYANMAR FELLOWSHIP

SUNGAI LONG
STUDENT CENTRE
THANKSGIVING
FELLOWSHIP

Two evangelical work, namely UTAR Campus Fellowship
work and the Myanmar Outreach and Care work are being
conducted at the 2nd and 3rd floor old shop house at
Bandar Sungai Long. The worship at this Bandar Sungai
Long premise has moved to a newly purchased shop house
at Bandar Mahkota Cheras in Dec 2015. However the
existing shop house in Sungai Long is ideal for the continuity
and extension of the two said evangelical work. UTAR is
situated just across the present Sungai Long shop house
while the homes of the Myanmar students are located within
a short walking distance. Thus the church has continued to
rent the 3rd floor shop house from January 2016. This one
floor premise is named True Jesus Church, Sungai Long
Student Centre and Myanmar Fellowship. The premise has
a multipurpose hall which can be used for fellowship and
recreation activities. There are three class rooms which can
sit up to 30 students. There is also a study room with settee
and computer tables. The premise has also a dormitory
room.

May the Lord Jesus continue to guide and bless the
Evangelical work at the Sungai Long Student Centre and
Myanmar Fellowship. May we fuffill the great commission for
the glory of our Lord Jesus .

Thank our Lord Jesus that we are able to hold a combined
Myanmar & UTAR students Thanksgving Fellowship at the
newly renovated TJC Sg Long Student Centre on Friday,
18th Dec 2016 at 1.00pm. The purpose of the Fellowship
is for the students to give thanks to God for establishing
this Centre.

The program commenced with a hymn singing session
led by Bro Lian Pi. Dn Caleb Chang gave words of
encouragement to the students. This was followed
by speeches from representatives of the Myanmar &
UTAR students namely Bro Lian Pi and Sis Jayne Ho
respectively. Than comes the hymns presentation. The
Myanmar students sang two hymns on Joy and Thanks
while the UTAR students sang hymn ‘Let all things all
living'. The students then briefly introduced themselves.
The Fellowship concluded with a nasi lemak lunch.

There were 17 Myanmar students and 6 UTAR students
present. Three of the UTAR students are hon-members.
Going forward we will organize regular bible study/
prayer/ hymn singing sessions at the Centre to fulfill the
commission given to us by the Lord Jesus.
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STAND UP o
STAND. U]
FOR JESU

Stand up, stand up for Jesus. Does this sound familiar? Yes,
this is the title of hymn number 170 in our hymn book. In this
hymn, we are fighting a spiritual warfare together with our
LORD Jesus. The phrase “Stand up, stand up for Jesus”
is repeated four times, emphasizing that his children must
stand up and fight along with him.

In this spiritual warfare, it is about eternal life and death. To
win, we have to stand up and take the initiative in serving the
LORD Jesus Christ. The church has many leaders who lead
and tend the church, but one day, they will pass the baton
to the younger generation. So, are you ready to take up the
baton and work zealously for the LORD?

In a battle, soldiers are known for their patriotism and zeal,
but these characteristics have to be ingrained through
training for a long period of time. This applies to our faith
as well. In order to improve our faith, we have to present
our bodies as a living sacrifice to God, which is our spiritual
worship every day (Romans 12:1).

Knowing that we are close to Judgement Day, our adversary
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to

devour (1 Pet. 5:8). The devil will find all sorts of temptations
to hinder us from drawing close to God, by blinding us with
the luxuries of this world. Wealth, fame, self-glory, arrogance
are only some of the tools the devil uses to pull us away from God.

Hence, we must always be watchful and aware of our
surroundings and be ready for the attack of the devil by
equipping ourselves with the whole armor of God as recorded
in Eph. 6:11. To maintain purity, we must constantly keep our
bodies holy and run away from any temptation that might
lead to sin, so that we may be acceptable to the LORD. Take
for example, Joseph. He ran away as soon as Potiphar’s wife
tried to seduce him. The most important way to increase our
faith is to seek the will of God and have a close relationship
with Him.

Therefore, seek ye first the kingdom of God for the second
coming of Christ is near. Amen.

By

Bro. Chow Zheng Yang
Junior Youth Class
Petaling Jaya
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AN ADVENTUROUS TRIP

In the name of Jesus we bear testimony.

During the year-end holidays of 2012, my family and
| went to the west coast of the USA for a 3-week
holiday. The cities we went to in the state of California
include San Francisco, San Diego, Las Vegas, Los
Angeles and Mammoth Mountain.

Long story short, we left for Snowcreek, Mammoth
Mountain from San Francisco in the 2nd week of our
holidays. In case you don’t already know, Snowcreek
is a small town located on the mountains 7,800
feet above sea level which houses a famous ski-
resort. The normal drive by car from San Francisco
to Mammoth Lakes takes slightly above five hours.
My brother and | were very excited to go on this
road trip as we knew that it would be snowing in
the mountains. We were generally prepared for the 5
hour journey having bought snacks to munch along
the way.

On that very morning, we got up early and left San
Francisco at around 8:30 in the morning. It was a
cold and wet morning as it had not stopped raining
since the night before. Rain splattered hard against
the windscreen with sleet making it difficult to
drive beside the slippery roads. So daddy had to
drive slowly. Three hours into the journey, we were
nowhere near any restaurant. We stopped our car by
the roadside and ate our packed lunch. After lunch,
we continued our journey to the mountains. 2 hours
later, we arrived at the foothill of the mountain which
was only half way to our destination. We knew we
were behind schedule. Nevertheless, we were all
excited. At the foothill, we could see snow about 1
foot deep.

As we continued driving, the snow got heavier and
soon we reached a checkpoint manned by a ranger
who would stop each passing vehicle inspecting
them to ensure they were geared for the heavy
snow and slippery road condition ahead. When our
turn came, we were told by the ranger that our car
wasn’t safe to drive through the mountain slope as
it wasn’t a four-wheel drive vehicle. Thankfully, he
proposed alternative for us which was to fix snow
chains on our tyres to drive up the mountains. Since
that’s the only option for us to continue our journey,
we took his advice and back tracked for about 2km
to a rest house where they sold snow chains. We
had no clue what snow chains were. By then, the
sky was overcast and it continued snowing heavily.
The temperature was near 0°C and it was freezing
outside.

A 12

PROTECTED

BY GOD

The mechanic came
to my dad’s side of the
window again and in
a serious tone asked
my dad whether he
had driven in the snow
before. My dad replied a
clear “No”! He instantly
remarked, “God bless you”!

Daddy went into the shop and not long after came
out with a man holding some chain-like apparatus
in his hands. The man promptly got on to fixing the
chains to our tyres. The installation of the chain looked
complicated as it definitely couldn’t be fixed by one
person as it required one person to manoeuvre the
steering wheel while the other fixed the chain to the
tyres. The chains were not cheap either. Besides, we
had to pay extra for the mechanic to install them.
Nevertheless, we thanked God as we managed to
install the chains and continue our journey. Before
we resumed our journey, the mechanic instructed
my dad against driving beyond 25 km/h or the chain
may come off or it may spoil the tyre which was
something we wouldn’t want to happen. Because
had the chains come off, we would have no idea
how to fix it back.

When all was fixed, the mechanic came to my dad’s
side of the window again and in a serious tone asked
my dad whether he had driven in the snow before.
My dad replied a clear “No”! He instantly remarked,
“God bless you”! Deep inside me, | wondered why
the mechanic replied in such a manner. Was he
joking and being sarcastic or was there something
we needed to be cautious of? Anyway, we were
excited being ready to proceed to the mountains.
With the chains fixed to the tyres, driving was more
difficult especially to keep to the speed as instructed
by the mechanic and the noise that came from the
chain-bound tyres sounded as if the tyres were
about to explode!
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By the time we trekked back to the
checkpoint, it snowed even heavier. The
same ranger checked our chains and gave
us the thumbs up to proceed and off we
went. As we crossed the checkpoint, the
surrounding became darkened as we had
actually entered into the woods. Rows and
rows of pine trees were seen on both sides
of the road. It was really a scene like those
we see in the movie, “Snow white and the
seven dwarfs”. It was a scene to behold
and yet scary as there was no visible sign
of life apart from the snow covered trees.

The drive was surely difficult as we
continued trekking up the mountain in
snail pace. The road looked slippery and
visibility got poorer by the minute due to
heavy snow and the absence of the much
loved sun. Along the way we saw some
cars stranded by the roadside as they
were either broken down or had crashed
due to the slippery roads. Some had been
abandoned and some still with passengers
in them. We then reached a long and
straight steep stretch of slope going up
and we slowly climbed to reach the top.
Once we reached the top of the slope,
we were met with an immediate steep
descending slope and out of a sudden our
car went out of control and started to slide
down the slope swerving sideways. Daddy
tried to manoeuver the car to get it on track
but he just lost total control of the car. The
car continued to slide down the slope as if
we were free falling from a roller coaster! At
that very instant, we shouted, “Hallelujah!
Hallelujah!” continuously. Soon after that,
daddy managed to get the car in control
again. Thank the grace and mercy of God
for His protection!

It all happened so fast and we thought we
were going to meet with a nasty accident
either crashing into oncoming cars or
falling into the ravine. It could have been
a really bad accident. All the while when
we were trekking up the slope we noticed
there were cars following quite close to us
as we were travelling at a very slow speed.
There were also oncoming cars from the
opposite direction. But when our car went
out of control, strangely, there was no cars
around us. There was only our car on the
road. What a miracle God has given us!
When we calmed down, we knew that it
was truly God had protected us and we
immediately thanked God for His protection
and mercy on us for keeping us safe. We
continued our journey after making sure
everyone in the car was fine.

After continuing our journey for about an
hour, to our surprised and delight, we
arrived at a flat plane with bright and sunny
weather to welcome us which was far from
what we saw in the woods. It was such a
different scene from the snowy mountains
that we went through for more than an
hour. We were all happy to be driving on
clear roads not covered with snow but
we were still moving at 25 km/h which
was a harrowing drive. After 20 minutes
of agonising drive, daddy finally decided
to remove the snow chain since the snow
had disappeared and the roads seemed
save to drive at a faster speed without the
chains. We were fighting against time as
we needed to arrive at the resort to collect
the keys to our chalet before they close at
7pm or else we would have to drive further
away to another place to pick up the keys.
Daddy found a safe spot to stop the car
by the side of the road and got down to
remove the chains. It was really difficult
to remove as he did not have any tools to
do so and he had to do it with his bare
hands under the freezing temperature.
Nevertheless, he managed to remove the
chains and happily we set off to a faster
drive.

By now we had driven for about an hour,
covering quite a distance and reached
a junction where right in front of us was
another slope going up just like the one we
experienced at the checkpoint. And guess
what, right in front of our very eyes, was a
familiar sight! It was the woods again. Not
only that, it had snow covering the road, a
similar scene we saw where we had our
snow chain fixed. This time our feelings
were different as we no longer excited as
we had removed our chains. There were
no ranger at this place that we could seek
help from. A big signboard on the right side
of the road showed a colour code which
suggested that heavy snow ahead and
vehicle entering that area must either have
4-wheel drive or snow chains. “We are
doomed”!

Not wanting to risk, daddy turned back in
search for help to have the snow chain re-
installed. Just a short distance from there,
we were happy to see a little petrol kiosk
and we quickly got down to enquire with
the operator. There was a lady manning the
small shop and she said, “Sorry but | don’t
know how the chain works!” She also told
us that she was all alone and there wasn’t
anyone else around to help. At that point,
we knew that we are stuck. Only God can

we seek help from with our prayers. After
that, we continued waiting in the car but
still there was no sign of any passer-by.
| believe no one would want to go up to
the mountains in such weather condition
but we were first time tourist heading that
way and we were not aware about the
danger travelling up the mountains in such
weather condition.

A little while later, out of nowhere, a big
tractor with a snow plough drove pass
heading towards the slope into the woods
and started scrapping the snow off the
road. After 15 minutes doing that, the
excavator operator got down from the
excavator and flipped the signboard to give
an all clear sign for vehicle to pass! Oh our
prayers had been answered. It was really
another miracle as we could hardly believe
our eyes. Instead of hoping for God to send
us someone to help fix the snow chains,
He cleared the snow and gave us a safe
passage through. God is indeed great! We
then got ourselves ready and continued
our journey into the woods again. Though
the road was covered with snow it wasn’t
as deep as we experienced earlier. It was
slippery but thank God we managed to
drive through it safely. By now we had
driven for almost 10 hours in total from San
Francisco, we finally made it to the resort
just 5 minutes before 7pm. Another act of
mercy from God. We collected our keys
and happily went on to checked into our
chalet.

In the whole encounter, we have only God
to thank for His guidance, mercy and
protection in many ways. He never hid from
us when we were in need of His help. God
is always there for us and we just need to
seek Him. My testimony ends here, may all
praise, glory and honour be given unto our
Lord Jesus Christ!

By Sis. Katrina Song
Intermediate Youth Class
Subang Jaya
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THREE YEARS EXPERIENCE
OF YOUTH THEOLOGICAL
TRAINING COURSE (YTTC)

e et
36th Batch Youth Theolo |caI Training Course

P 0 =SR2 4
| 26 Nov - 15 Dec 2012, TJC Olive Garden Training Centre

- TFU! J!ws CHUREH

e ]

sE (-)n w_wseEN n

Youth Theological Training Course 2013

2013 5 <F i =)l &5 Bi

JELIFIOLA - 14/ L0

In the name of Lord Jesus Christ | share my
three years’ experience of Youth Theological
Training Course (YTTC).

| remember that night in 2012, | had mixed
feelings of apprehension and nervousness
right up to the car | travelled until the moment
| reached Olive Garden, Port Dickson. Then,
my heart could not suppress the feelings of
excitement and was beating fairly quick.

That was the year when | first stepped into Olive
Garden, which was the year my mother fellill. |
remember that time, my mother was diagnosed
with oral cancer and could not speak after her
surgery even until the day | went to the YTTC.
Because we needed someone to take care of
her, my elder sister sacrificed the opportunity to
graduate from her 3rd year theological course
and stayed home by herself to care for my
mother. Until this moment, | still felt very guilty
towards my sister.

Because it was my first year in theological
training course, | have a thought of going home
very soon, after all what we did everyday was to
repeatedly attend classes, prayers and prayers
for the Holy Spirit. During normal bible camps |
already felt very tired, when it comes to a three-
week theological training course, as during
my first week there, my physical and mental
strength had been extremely exhausted, there
never was a day that | would want to get out
of bed.

However | still thank God, when the second
week came, | started getting used to wake up
early. My friends were also getting familiar with
each other and my understanding towards the
bible were also getting deeper with patience
during prayer had improved, even though
during morning prayer | was not able to defeat
sleep deprivation, but while | felt those periods
of every prayer were short, | liked that kind of
feeling.

In this second week too, | called home to ask
about my mother’s condition. Suddenly | heard
a very weak voice. That was my mother’s, my
mother who was unable to speak a month ago.
When | heard my mom’s voice, | started to cry.
| truly thanked God. Coincidentally after the
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phone call, it was the prayer for the Holy Spirit session. It
was my most serious prayer among these three years. Even
though | did not receive the Holy Spirit, | still fervently hoped
that | will pray harder and be more focus in my second year
theological training course.

Then there came my second year of my YTTC. What went
different from last year was that my mother had passed away.
In a short period of one year, from sickness to full recovery
and until my mother had returned to the bosom of the Lord,
everything was as if well planned.

In the last year when my mom was sick, she wanted me to
bear witness for her. She said she wanted to thank God for
letting her speak and had saved her from distress. But in the
end | did not have the courage to bear witness for her, and
procrastinated until my second year. In a blink of an eye, my
second year’s testimony was about the scene of my mother
from sickness to full recovery, received chemotherapy, until
she was being called to the Lord. However | was still thankful
towards God although it turned out this way. Maybe it was
better for my mother to pass away, because if my mother
was still alive, | think she will be only lying on the hospital
bed, receiving chemotherapy over and over again. | always
believe there is a will of God in everything.

In my second year of theological training course, | did not
want to leave the course even more compared to my first
year. The daily life of listening to sermon and prayer allowed
me to grasp hold of a sense of security, which made me so
reluctant to face the outside world. But in my second year, |
still did not receive the Holy Spirit.

Finally it came to my last year of youth theological training
course, for which | dare not even dreamed that one day |
would graduate from it. | always felt that | am very lucky,
and | know God is always leading my way. The third year’s
training went through unusually for me, but it was also a year
that | paid the least attention to. | have known many friends
and played a lot too during my third year. Even though | was
very happy and excited during that time, but when | came to
ponder about my life in theological class it was only laughter
and fun, there never was a sermon that came into my mind.
Although | enjoyed it thoroughly, but in my heart there was
conflict and also self-reprimanding. After all, | graduated
from the youth theological training course without receiving
Holy Spirit.

Theological training course is a really good opportunity for
us to know more about God. It is also the best time for us to
focus on prayer for Holy Spirit, and a very good fellowship
session for us to have bonding with our fellow brothers and

sisters. We must acknowledge that church friends are playing
an important role in the aspect of faith, life and everything in
our lives.

| thank the Lord for the chance He had given me to attend
the three years of theological training course. If there was
another opportunity, | think | will pray even harder for the
Holy Spirit. Of course we do not only pray for the Holy Spirit
during the theological training class, that is why | am still
praying hard for It nowadays.

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young,
but set an example for the believers in speech, in love, in
faith and in purity.” (1st Timothy 4:12)

To those who have not joined youth theological training
course, do not be afraid or giving many excuses not to
attend.

Three weeks duration is really a short period of time, when it
comes to an end you will then realize it is not enough. | hope
that those brothers and sisters who had already graduated
from theological training course will continue to stay in
church and be vigilant in your footsteps. Let us strive harder
together until that day comes.

My sharing ends here.
Hallelujah thank the Lord, Amen.

By

Sis. Thoo Xi Er
TJC Kajang

A 15
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Thank our Lord Jesus Christ that
our week-long visit to Sabah
was carried out smoothly.

A Group Members

Brothers: Isaac Pang (group leader),
Tan Teong Chuan, Vincent Ho, Lee
Thin Choy, James Tay, Malcolm Len,
Stephen Tay, Andrew Tan, Tan Xuan
Heng (Klang) & Lucas Lee

Sisters: Esther Tan, Esther Kong &
Dorcas Wong

Initially the main purpose of our trip
to Sabah was to climb Mt. Kinabalu;
but the earthquake which struck on
5/6/2015 rendered it unclimbable. We
decided to continue with the trip to
visit our churches in Sabah.

A 19-S.

This was the day we flew to Sabah!
Due to the excitement, some got less
than 2 hours of sleep! We gathered in
the Cheras church hall at 3.45am to
pray for God’s guidance and protection
throughout our visit. The flight was
smooth and we arrived safely at
Kota Kinabalu airport at 10am. Some
members welcomed us at the airport
and we were hurriedly whisked away
to our first destination: Danau church.

A Danau

The road leading up to Danau church
was steep and rocky. At the top of
the road was Danau church. We were
welcomed by the members and not a
few pretty shy dogs. After a prayer of
thanks, we had a friendly and edifying
fellowship session with the Danau
members.
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Testimony 1: A deacon testified that a
fire was started to clear the forest near
church. Very quickly, the fire spread
towards the Danau church compound.
This deacon bravely stood before the
fire and commanded the fire to stop
approaching in the name of Jesus!
For a moment, the fire flared as if in
retaliation. Suddenly, a mighty wind
blew the fire to the opposite direction.
That was the testimony of how Danau
church was saved from being burnt
down on that fateful day. We then left
for Papar church where we would be
spending our first night.

A Papar

We arrived at 12pm and were
welcomed by many members. The
chairman of the church gave a
welcoming speech and encouraged
us with a phrase that would resonate
deeply within us. “Jika masih bernafas,
kita tiada pencen, bila habis bernafas,
maknanya pencen selamanya”. (While
we still have breath, we do not have
a chance to rest but must toil for the
kingdom of God; only when we are
dead, can we rest from all our labours
in the Lord) (Heb 4:9-11).

After lunch, we left for Menunggang
church, followed by a boat ride to
see the famed proboscis monkey and
firefly sightseeing at night.

We took a couple of hours to drive
back to Papar church after our boat
ride due to the Hari Raya jam. The jam
was also exacerbated by the fact that
a lot of Sabah’s roads are single laned.

We arrived safely at Papar church and
were pleasantly surprised to see a
durian cake (with the words “Welcome
to Papar Church”) and soup prepared
by the members. Before we turned in
for the night, the members made sure
that we were comfortable and that

everything was in order before leaving
for their respective homes. Thank
you for your love and care Papar
church! Papar church left an indelible
impression on me because of the how
friendly they were and the love they
showered on us throughout our very
brief stay there.

A 20-Mo.

We woke up slightly after 6am to
find the sun bright and shining. After
breakfast, we said goodbye to the
lovely members there and were driven
to the Klias River Resort for some
water activities.

At the resort, the moment we dipped
our feet into the cool river, the fish
swam around and in between our
legs, tickling us. We spent more than
an hour there just feeding the fish and
skipping stones.

Later that afternoon, we visited
4 churches in the interior zone:
Tuntumulud, Mantanoi, Kepayan and
Luanti.

A Kepayan

Kepayan church has an open air
church hall. But a new church hall
to replace the open air church hall is
currently under construction. We were
later informed that the manpower for
the construction of the new church
hall were 100% local members!

The speech by the church chairman
really moved us. He testified of how
God has been constantly guiding this
church and confirming His truth with
miracles.

Testimony 2: During a baptism carried
out by the Kepayan church, members

from another church saw the water
turn red; confirming that the blood of
Christ was indeed present in the True
Jesus Church for the remission of sins.

Testimony 3: This was the chairman’s
personal testimony. He and his
immediate family are the only believers
in his family. He testified that when he
was younger, he decided to receive
baptism in the True Jesus Church.
After his baptism, his family disowned
him. Despite that, he thanked God
because deep down he knew that he
had chosen the be on the side of God
(Josh 24: 15b). We later departed for
Luanti church.

A Luanti

We reached Luanti in the evening. We
would be spending the night here. As
Luanti church is in the interior region,
facilities were down to the bare basics;
which wasn’t a bad thing! We learnt to
be more appreciative of what we have.

Luanti church is surrounded by
members’ houses. We were told
that should any problems arise, the
congregation would gather in the
church to pray and their problems will
be solved.

After a dinner, we had a fellowship
session. Members from churches
situated near Luanti church also
joined us. It was an edifying session
filed with hymn singing, sharing of
testimonies and words of exhortation.
The fellowship session was riddled
with jokes which made us laugh, A
LOT! Truly, the members here may not
have much materially, but they were
contented and full of joy (Phil 4: 12,
Phil 4: 4). This was a lesson we hope
to bring back to Cheras with us: do not
be ensnared by worldly temptations
but remain contented and abound in
giving (Heb 13: 5).

A 17
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When we switched off our torchlights and

gazed upwards, the sight took our breath away!

First, there was just a black void. The longer we

looked, the more stars appeared, twinkling at us.

Soon, the whole sky was a-glitter with stars......

At about 10pm, we took a walk
around the fenceless  church
compound - stargazing. The area we
were trudging through was not lighted
and littered with dog poop. We had to
use torchlights and be careful where
we step! When we switched off our
torchlights and gazed upwards, the
sight took our breath away! First, there
was just a black void. The longer we
looked, the more stars appeared,
twinkling at us. Soon, the whole sky
was a-glitter with stars - certainly not
something we would see in Kuala
Lumpur. Hymns 212 and 219 comes
to mind. As the stars were dispersed
and remain twinkling in the darkness,
so too must we go out into the world
and let our good deeds be known far
and wide, to light up the world. At the
same time we must remain steadfast
in the Word and not let our light be
overcome by the darkness. We must
not remain concentrated in one area,
to only shine brightly in the church but
we must do good and shine in our
respective places in society. Just as
the lyrics go: “we must shine, you in
your small corner, and | in mine”.

A21-T.

After morning prayer, we departed for
an Agricultural Park. After looking at
much flowers, we had our lunch with
some church members who met us
here, at the Agricultural Park.

A Tenom & Keningau

We arrived at Tenom church, our Youth
Chairman’s local church. We chatted
with the members there for awhile
before touring the compound. We
then departed for Keningau church.

A 18

We arrived late in the evening and had
dinner with the members. A friendly
Sabahan youth joined our table for
dinner and proceeded to converse in
fluent Mandarin with us. We departed
for Likas church, where we would be
spending the night.

A 22V

After breakfast, we departed to
Manukan Island for some Rest &
Recreation (R&R). The younger
members of the group went snorkelling
in the crystal clear waters (I was later
informed that the water got pretty
murky as more people entered the
waters) and for a banana boat ride.
The older members opted for a less
gruelling schedule of enjoying the sea
breeze under the shade of the palm
trees. Here we relaxed and unwound
-far from the usual hustle and bustle
of the city.

Thank God for this R&R session. Later
we embarked on a 5 hour drive to
Kudat church. Our drivers took us on
a detour to the Tip of Borneo, Tanjung
Simpang Mengayau. As its name
suggests, the Tip of Borneo is situated
at the very tip of Borneo. Due to the
constant washing of the waves, the
rocky cliff here has taken on a unique
and surreal rounded look.

A Kudat

Because of our detour, we arrived at
Kudat church 3 hours late at 8pm.
Though we were very late, a significant
number of members still waited to
welcome us (2 Cor 5: 13, 14) and
have a brief get-to-know-each-other
session with us. We spent the night here.

A 23 T
A Kota Marudu

After breakfast and prayer, we
departed for Kota Marudu. Upon
reaching the outer compound of the
church, we could hear the voices of
children singing hymns to welcome
us. They only stopped singing
when every member of our visiting
group was seated in the church
hall. Prior to departure, they gave us
some coconuts for the journey and
warned that the villagers at our next
destination, Kota Belud, were ‘fierce
and scary’. We, the youths were told
to mind our manners!

A Kota Belud

The journey to Kota Belud was a
dreary one. For those of us who got
the ‘coveted’ window seat, got more
than a generous amount of sun. At
the end of the day, we were noticeably
darker. Even the air conditioner in the
van seemed to work more sluggishly
in this heat.

All this changed when we arrived at the
Kota Belud church. Once we set foot
in the church hall, we found ourselves
in a chilly and cosy atmosphere. The
air conditioner had been turned on
prior to our arrival. The church hall was
small and snug. It was chilly and it had
a pleasant aroma. We cooled off in a
few minutes. We were then invited to
explore the outer church compound
by Dn. Chong.

The Kota Belud church is fused to
this Dn’s house like a set of Siamese
twins - literally. The common area,
where we had our lunch had a truly
rustic feel. Dn. Chong is a carver. He
collects stones, shells and even teesth
to create works of art. In the common
area, we were surrounded by wood
and stone carvings of animals and
other inanimate objects. The deacon
later played music of the 1980s; much
to the delight of the elderly members
in our group! Dn. Chong was a true
entertainer and knew how to amuse
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his guests. All too soon, we had to
leave for Guong church.

A Guong

We took another detour to visit a
church situated about 10 minutes
away from Guong church, this church
was called Gentuong church. We
had a short meal and a fellowship
session. When we were about to leave
we realized that one of our vans had
gotten stuck in the mud. Thank God,
in a jiffy, a couple of brothers managed
to push the van out of the mud.

We arrived at Guong, where we would
be spending the night. There, we
were met by one of our brothers who
frequented Cheras church. Later that
night, we had a fellowship session with
the brethren. After choir presentations
by the Bethel, Esther and Eliata choir
group, Pr. Lazarus proceeded to give
a brief history of Guong church.

Testimony 4: Guong church was a
very well-equipped church, which
reminded me a bit of our church in
Port Dickson. Pr. Lazarus revealed that
90% of the members in Guong were
farmers and to be able to construct a
magnificent church of this magnitude
would have been impossible if not for
their spirit of offering and God’s help.
(Lk 1: 37, 2 Cor 8: 3). Pr. Lazarus
also added that many of the early
truth seekers had the right mind and
attitude towards the Word when it was
first preached to them. Thank God
that many of the truth seekers who
first received the Word from the True
Jesus Church, did not only receive it at
face-value but cross referenced these
teachings with the Bible (Acts 17: 11,
12, 1 Thes 2: 13). The truth was also
established in Guong through the
great power of the Holy Spirit, as some
truth seekers had determined to only
believe if they received the Holy Spirit
and their wish was granted them.

There was a power outage during
supper. But that didn't stop us from
having a fellowship session in the soft
candle-light. We spent the night at
Guong church.

A 24—Fré

We departed from Guong at 8.30am.
The members took us to a scenic
grassy plateau. The scenery was
indeed breathtaking, we were in a
vast grassy meadow. The sea of grass
gently rose and fell akin to waves to
form little hillocks and dales before
us. Further into the distance, we
could see the Crocker Range with its
jagged peaks surrounding us. As our
eyes followed the jagged peaks of the
Crocker Range, there arose a towering
and imposing hunk of rock which was
Mount Kinabalu. We stared in wonder
and appreciation. After some pictures,
we departed for Ranau.

A Ranau

On the way to Ranau, our drivers
drove us through the highlands of
the Crocker Range. This time we
didn't mind the sun beating down on
us through the open windows of the
van as the highland air was cool and
refreshing. There were even times we
drove past areas shrouded by mist.

We reached Ranau church at 11.30am
and were welcomed by Dn. Amos
Yong. Ranau church was affected by
the recent earthquake and was hit by
over a hundred aftershocks. Hairline
cracks were evident on the walls
of the church hall. Thank God, the
damage didn't look too serious. But
greater thanks should be given to Him
because, through this calamity, many
members began to ponder more on
the frailty of life and began attending
church services more regularly. We
rested, sipping coconut water and
eating handpicked mangoes from the
garden of Ranau church. We left after
a prayer.

A Tamparuli

It was a long drive to Tamparuli church.
We arrived at 4.20pm. The members
took us to visit 3 nearby churches
and a hanging bridge. Our Youth
Chairman, took a trip down memory
lane at Tuaran church, recalling the

days of his youth when he was quite a
‘rascal’. He pointed to the front seats
in the church hall and recalled fondly
how he used to nod off during lessons
in his theological days. We thank God
that he has changed for the better and
is now our Youth Chairman. :)

We went back to Tamparuli church
for Friday night service, which
consisted of a welcoming session
and hymnal presentations. Four choir
groups presented (Merpati, Gandum,
Bethlehem and Sharon). The choir
groups were really sincere in their
singing, especially the little children.
Their sweet voices filled the huge
church hall (Ps 30: 12).

After supper, we left for Likas church
where we would be spending the
night.

A 25-Su

We truly thank God that He kept
all of us in good health up to this
point. However, on this Sabbath
morning, one of our brothers fell sick
with food poisoning-like symptoms.
During this worrying time, we saw the
manifestation of love and care from
the brethren.

We prayed for this brother’s health
during our morning prayer before
leaving Likas. A minister who was
present laid hands on him. And from
then on we left it all into God’s hands
and continued our journey. Breakfast
was at Kelombong church.

A Kelombong

Kelombong church, like Cheras is
situated in a shop lot, except that
Kelombong church occupies the
entire row of shop lots! Up until this
moment, all our meals were Malay or
Chinese styled cooking. This breakfast
however, resembled an all-American
Big Breakfast with toast, ham, cheese,
sausages, baked beans and muffins.
The members were indeed generous,
abstaining from taking any food until
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we had taken our portions. Even then,
they regularly came to our tables to
offer us more food. Upon noticing
something amiss with our ill brother,
they supplied medicine and 100Plus
(to keep him hydrated) and a room
for him to rest before leaving. May the
love and care in the church endure
and not grow cold (Matt 24: 12, 13).

After the sumptuous meal, we stayed
for Sabbath morning service with
them. We left, thanking them for their
kind hospitality.

A Doggongon

Doggongon church is a church built
on a massive 1.8 acres of land - a
huge contrast from churches in West
Malaysia. We had a testimony session
with the members here. It was a
mutually edifying session. Sis. Esther
Kong testified.

Testimony 5: This happened when
Sis. Kong was still a kid. She was
down with flu. Her family had only a
little money in savings and could not
afford to see a doctor. Her condition
worsened as the days went by. In
desperation, Sis Kong’s mother filled
a cup with water and with faith, asked
that God have mercy and heal her
daughter. After drinking the water, she
was healed (Eph 2: 8).

Testimony 6: While taking a stroll, Sis
Kong suddenly passed out on the side
of a lonely path. She remembers being
conscious but immobile. Turning to
God, she prayed that God not let her
die in such a disgraceful way. During
the prayer, she saw two hands emerge
and remove some of her organs which
looked swollen and replace them with
new ones. She woke up and resumed
walking back to her house to testify to
her sister.

The testimony session ended with
a plea by the speaker to pray for
the advancement of the Word in the
Doggongon area. There is a well-
established Catholic church in the
area. We had lunch with the members
here under a long bamboo-roofed
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canteen. We left for Sabbath afternoon
service in Penampang church.

A Penampang

We arrived just in time for afternoon
Sabbath Service in Penampang.
During this Sabbath afternoon
testimony session, Bro. Vincent gave
a moving testimony on submission.

Testimony 7: This happened many
years ago when he was spiritually
weak. After church services, he
would leave immediately and seldom
participated in church activities. Much
of his time and effort was spent on
building his career. One day he fell sick.
An operation which was potentially
life-threatening was scheduled. Being
the head of the family, naturally he
wanted to shield his family from this
bad news. In his dilemma, he turned
to God and found the strength to
inform his family and went ahead with
the surgery. Thank God, the operation
was a success. Problems arose after
the operation and he could not go to
work because he needed to recover
from the operation. Money became
an issue even for daily expenses.
A bank loan was taken with his car
as collateral. Being unable to work,
he was between a rock and a hard
place. Naturally he was worried for
the future, but he prayed that God’s
will be done. In this trial, he began to
draw closer to God. Bible reading and
prayers became a daily routine. Thank
the Lord, he did not have to lose his
car to the bank. In fact, he now owns
a few cars, has a comfortable home
and his children are currently pursuing
tertiary education. May we continue
to set our hope on God and “not
forget the works of God, But keep His
commandments;” (Ps 71: 5, 78: 7).
After the Sabbath service, we returned
to Likas church.

A Likas

Upon arrival, we had a few hours to
spare before our night fellowship
session with the tertiary youths of
Likas church. We, the youths of the
group, opted for a much needed nap.

At 6pm, we got up to help prepare
the food for the session - only to find
that the youths of Likas had already
prepared them all!

After an early dinner, we were brought
to the Youth Lounge for an ice-
breaking session and some activities
with the tertiary students of Likas. The
Youth Lounge is a long but narrow
fully air-conditioned pantry. Maybe one
day Cheras church could have one of
thesel

We bade farewell to the youths and
turned in for the night rather early.
This was our last night in Sabah. How
quickly good times come to an end!

A 26-Su.

Our flight back to Kuala Lumpur was
at 10.30am. After breakfast we were
driven to the airport where we waited
for our flight. Thank God the flight was
smooth.

We arrived safely back in Kuala
Lumpur at 1pm. We were tired, but
the trip was indeed rewarding.

R
&
Final Words —

A heartfelt thank you to the
Sabah GA for planning and
executing this trip for us. A huge
thanks also to our skilful drivers.
On some occasions our drivers
had to deftly manoeuvre the
van to avoid huge piles of dung
and cattle crossing roads. Also
thanks to our local brothers who
drove us to and from KLIA.

-~
Y By Bro. James Tay
Cheras Church



In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, | share.

I am a member of Sabah True Jesus Church. In October
2012, | attended church services in Cheras church for the
very first time. There was a youth fellowship at Brother Lee’s
house and | was invited for the steamboat dinner. Although
it was the first time | met Cheras church members, | felt like
| was already a part of this big family. On December 2012,
Brother Lee invited me and some Sg. Long members to a
place called “A Heavenly Place” to celebrate New Year. The
young and old members gathered together to sing hymns to
praise the Lord and share testimonies. After that, due to my
participation in the Hosanna Choir Group, | attended Petaling
Jaya church. On October 2013, Cheras church organised an
annual tertiary activity at Ipoh. This particular event brought
me back to Cheras church. For a few months, | participated
in the activities organised by Cheras church. The number
of participants was not many, and they were mainly tertiary
students.

On 20th September 2014, Cheras church organised the
Working Youth Fellowship. Although | was not invited to
participate in this activity, | still did. At the Working Youth
Fellowship, | saw faces that looked familiar. Most of the youths
who attended the Fellowship have families. Brother Lee,
shared his life experiences at this venue called “A Heavenly
Place”. He told us that life gets more hectic after having a
family. On the same day of the fellowship, | heard this same
message conveyed by the working youths. During that night,
the thing that touched me most was when | heard them say,
“long time no see” and “l missed all of you” to one another.
Yes, we gather together because of the love of God. When
we enter into working life, the chances of meeting each other
become lesser. But, it is the love of God that enables us to
have the opportunity to gather, to show concern and care
for each other. Working can cause fatigue, but on that night,
everyone put aside their worries and enjoyed the fellowship
with a peaceful mind. Though it was just a few minutes long,
the sharing was sufficient in edifying one another. To be
able to have fellowship in the Lord is a beautiful moment,
because each and everyone is a part of the body of Christ
and partakers of the same Spirit. During the sharing session,
| depicted myself as a “wanderer”. Though | was a wanderer,
| felt the warmth of home because of the church. At church,
there are many brethren who care for me, and this is the
warm union we share as a family in the Lord.

EXPERIENCES

On 22nd March 2015, Petaling Jaya church organised an
annual Working Youth Spiritual Nurture Session. The theme
was “Is a career a blessing or a curse?” What is the purpose
of us working? What is the ultimate purpose of men striving
hard in their careers? Before speaking on careers, the
speaker introduced about the individual “I”. | am a Christian;
| am God’s child; a heavenly citizen; | do not belong to the
world; | have God’s promise with me (Mt 6:33-34). After
knowing ourselves, the values we hold in life will influence our
choice of career. The differences in values will affect personal
character, lifestyle, attitude and target in life. So, when we
develop our values in life, we should take note of, “who do
| put my faith in” and “what do | believe”. In the book of
Genesis, Adam was created to take care of God’s creation.
After man had sinned, the earth was cursed because of
man (not because of Adam). Adam was punished. He had
to work hard for his entire life, and with his sweat was he
only able to gain food. The earth will produce thorns and
thistles, causing difficulties in man’s work. However, when
man toil and labour, they can gain enjoyment too. Pleasures
in life is the gift of God (Ecc 5:18-19); but, seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you (Mt 6:33). Therefore, the purpose
of working is to serve and glorify God. Thank God that He
gave me this opportunity to take part in the Working Youth
Spiritual Nurture. The session enabled me to have a deeper
understanding of the attitude towards working, as well as to
understand that whether in studies or work, we should do it
for the glory of God. To work is the responsibility of man, and
it is a necessity. We should understand our status and the
calling of God. Only then, will we be able to remain faithful to
God and to glorify Him in our career (this was the conclusion
of the spiritual nurture session).

After this year, | will be a working youth. Thank God that he
had watched over me throughout the time | spent in West
Malaysia. To be able to be together with the brethren of West
Malaysia was indeed the great grace of God. May the Lord
continue to guide and keep each and every one of you. May
all praises, glory and honour be unto His holy name, until
forever more.

Amen.

By
Dorcas
Cheras Church
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Staying away from home, family and friends was indeed not easy as | had
to learn to be independent and to do everything on my own. At first, it was
really hard as | could not avoid being homesick. | felt lonely while trying hard
to adapt to my new and strange surroundings. But looking back, | would say
it may have been the will of God for that was how | started to build a closer
relationship with God.

University life is indeed different from that of college or any other earlier
educational institutions. In the university, we are treated as one unit in our
respective courses, we work together on the same things and we walk the
same pathway everyday - yet | notice a difference. Outwardly, my course
mates and | appear to be similar but in fact spiritually and emotionally we have
differences. In the university, it is unavoidable to face stress and obstacles
especially during the exam period. Often, | notice my course mates feeling
insecure because they think that they are facing this all alone, fighting the
pbattle alone but for me although in times of stress, | do not go through what
my course mates experience. | believe all of you will understand why, it is
because we have the Lord Jesus to depend on. | feel that | am different from
them because | have this privilege of receiving guidance from the omniscient
God. | know the Lord God is always there for me and | know | am not going
through this alone. Although | am afraid, | know how to trust in the Lord and
this is something that | have learnt since | arrived, that is to entrust everything
to the Lord.

Besides that, | would like to thank the Cheras church and all the brothers and
sisters who have showered their warm concern for me. Frankly speaking, at
first I wasn’t that enthusiastic about attending services at the Cheras church
for | missed my local church and all the brothers and sisters there. But by
the grace of God, | felt the love given by the brethren in the Cheras church
and slowly | was able to adapt myself well. If you ask me to describe my life
in the Cheras church | would like to say it is like a training ground, a spiritual
training ground preparing me to be a useful vessel for the Lord in the future.
| have learnt so much since | came here and | believe | will gain even more
in the years ahead. | would like to thank the Cheras church for giving me an
opportunity to learn and to serve the Lord more, may God remember your love
and kindness. Furthermore, to me the church feels like a home filled with love.
| do love spending the weekends and overnighting in church because to me
the feeling is really different from staying in my own hostel for it feels like | am
home. Staying in church has also allowed us youths to grow closer together
for we often share our own experiences with one another and through this we
learn how to care for one another, to give mutual exhortations and be watchful
for one another. Also, we have discussions about the Bible and the doctrines
and this has helped me a lot in improving my Bible knowledge.

To my dear brothers and sisters who are currently away from home no matter
for studies or work, | believe you and | share the same experience. To those
who are preparing to leave home especially for studies, do not worry much for
God is always with you. Although it may not be easy initially but as you journey
along, you will slowly explore many exciting things that have been prepared
specially for you. And | believe you, too, will gain many great experiences just
as | have and of course gain more spiritual knowledge and be able to serve
the Lord better.

| still have a long journey ahead here but | have learnt not to fear for | know
the Lord is always with me. In fact, by His grace, | am having quite a fun time
collecting interesting memories here in the Cheras church. :)

By

Stefanie Shee
Bayan Baru Church
Penang
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The Bible says: “All things are lawful for
me, but not all things are helpful; all things
are lawful for me, but not all things edify.” (1
Corinthians 10:23) Also, there is a Chinese
saying which goes: "Water can carry a
boat, but it can also overturn it."

A knife can be used to prepare a great meal
in the hands of a chef. On the other hand,
a knife is capable of harming people at any
time and any place if it were to fall into the
wrong hands. Therefore, that one knife is
able to produce two distinct impacts and
consequences.

In this age of information technology,
Facebook does have an unlimited
development  potential.  From  the
perspective of faith, it can contribute
in fostering fellowship and mutual
understanding among brothers and
sisters. In the gospel ministry, it serves
as a platform for evangelism, sharing and
follow-up. It seems that we can effectively
make good use of Facebook’s functions.
The Bible says: "Him we preach, warning
every man and teaching every man in all
wisdom, that we may present every man
perfect in Christ Jesus." (Colossians 1:28)

However, we should always remember that
Facebook can also have a negative impact
on our faith. It can pose certain unseen
threats to us. The following three points are
for reference and encouragement.

1 | Losing One’s True Self

The Bible says: "Let not mercy and truth
forsake you..." (Proverbs 3:3) Life is like a
play, while Facebook, a theatre stage. On
Facebook, a person has the freedom of
creating a show about himself, of which he
himself takes up the roles of the director, the
actor as well as the playwright. Facebook
allows us to enjoy complete autonomy --- It
allows us to customise others’ impression
about ourselves and to let others make
comments about our values.

FAITH AND
FACEBOOK

Therefore, the desire to obtain others’
‘like’ and responses will definitely be a
huge determining factor of our mood. Over
time, we tend to live under the judgment
of others, and ultimately lose our true self.

In Proverbs 12:19, it says: "The truthful
lip shall be established forever, but a lying
tongue is but for a moment." Religion
emphasises religious piety. Truthfulness
is the basic requirement to being pious.
Therefore, we should avoid losing our true
self in Facebook. Moreover, one should be
prudent and honest in dealing with others.
We should have a positive attitude and a
correct motive, so that we can shine forth
the light of our faith in Facebook.

2 | The Temporary World

TheBible says: "Yethe has norootin himself,
but endures only for a while." (Matthew
13:21) In this age of advanced information
technology, the younger generation can
be virtually omnipresent through Wi-Fi
wireless network. With an array of apps
available out there, youths virtually know
everything. Through computers and smart
phones, we are able to access an endless
amount of information so much so that
browsing, learning and reading everything
in our lifetime would be impossible. In
Facebook, people share massive amounts
of information. If we were to describe it with
a few words, that would be “truckloads”,
"chaotic" and "messy".

Because of the vast amount of information
presented before us, we are not able to
seriously read, think and process them.
They flash before our eyes, but never leave
a trace of memory. They are like leaves
blown by the wind, drifting across the
“windows of our souls” for a brief moment
only. But, over time the worldly bits and
pieces will accumulate in our hearts.

The Bible says: "rooted and built up in Him
and established in the faith......" (Col 2:7)

A heart containing bits and pieces from
the world cannot accommodate eternal
values. Such souls only live in the moment.
They pursue immediate gratification and
pleasure of the moment, thus losing the
peace, quietness, and pursuit of the
eternal meaning of faith. We should not
allow Facebook to unknowingly lead us
into focusing on the temporary world. On
the contrary, believers should practice
love, patience and a heart of Christ. We
should influence others to think and seek
the love and grace of God as well as the
eternal promise and hope in our faith.

3 | Third, You are a Prince

The Bible says: "Behold what manner of
love the Father has bestowed on us, that
we should be called children of God......"
(1 John 3:1) If we over indulge in Facebook
and allow it to become the centrepiece of
our life, we might risk losing our identity
someday.

Facebook's "diversity" will virtually replace
the "independence" we have in our lives. If
a person has his life attached to an invisible
and non-existent “parent-life", his concepts
about life, values and the ability to discern
good and evil might be gradually altered by
the “parent-life’s” tremendous power.

Because of God's grace and truth, the
children of God ought to have noble
qualities. "And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind....... " (Romans 12:2) You are
a prince; you are a child of God; you are
the salt of the world; you are a citizen of
the heavenly kingdom. We should be
brave enough to show and declare this
distinguished identity of ours. Besides, we
ought to unleash the Spirit-filled life, the joy
from God'’s love, and the power of faith and
grace that God has bestowed upon his
children. We should proclaim and glorify
God in Facebook.

Conclusion: The above viewpoints are not
meant to judge the rights and wrongs of
Facebook, but are intended to remind us
of the possible adverse impacts Facebook
might unconsciously inflict upon our fellow
believers. Therefore, may God grant us
wisdom, so as to allow the users to not
only be unaffected, but go on further by
benefitting people and glorifying God in
Facebook.

By Preacher Ezekiel Chang
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PREPARING CHILDREN

TO SERVE o %&mﬁ

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers
in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim 4:12)

Children are a heritage from the Lord (Ps
127:3) and God has entrusted parents to
be stalwart stewards of His children. To
ensure they mature into godly children,
parents have to work diligently to pursue
different positive goals in raising them.
Teaching children to serve others and
in the church is one of the major goals.
God admonishes parents to prepare and
teach their children early in life to take a
godly perspective in serving Him and to
provide care and help to others. (1 Pet
4:10). Serving must form a parallel journey
alongside their faith — works must move in
tandem with faith.

A Meaning of Serving
“For even the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve” (Mk 10:45a)

When children serve, they acquire servile
submission and learn to live the life a
servant. This quality epitomizes the life
of Jesus (Mk 10:45a). They acquire
valuable traits such as humility, discipline,
responsibility, submissiveness, self-
respect and tolerance. Parents should
teach their children to think and see
beyond themselves; to be less ‘self-
focused” but more ‘others-focused’.
Serving will afford them the joy of helping
which demonstrates their love through
acts of kindness and service when they
willingly give to accomplish what is good
for others.

A commitment to serve is also an act of
obedience and honoring God. Serving
is central to Christians and an important
expression of our Christian faith. Teach
them that it is their responsibility to
serve and be concerned for members
in the church as well those beyond the
boundaries of the church.

A Serve from Young
When should we start to train our children
to serve? Hannah, the mother of Samuel
brought him to the house of the Lord in
Shiloh when he was very young. (1 Sam
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1:24) She relinquished her son and left
him in God’s care and protection where he
submissively learned the ways of serving.
Therefore, training children to serve from
young is scripturally appropriate. Training
them to serve in early childhood, may
lead to greater exploits as they grow and
mature in their faith. This augurs well for
the future.

A Groundwork

Parents and RE teachers play a crucial
role in encouraging and nurturing a heart
of service. This requires motivation,
perseverance and endurance. Teach
them to acknowledge the grace of God
and that serving is a means of repaying
God’s grace (Ps 116:12). As they make
inroads in this field, they should cooperate
and collectively lay the groundwork to
prepare the children to serve. They must
be committed to praying for the guidance
of the Holy Spirit before embarking on their
plans, directions and purpose.

A Walk the Talk
“In all things showing yourself to be a
pattern of good works” (Tit 2:7a)

It is my personal opinion that first and
foremost, parents should teach and lead by
example because they are their children’s
‘mind and mentor’. It is only natural for
children to mimic the behavior of their
parents. Do we as parents ever consider
what kind of lessons in serving our children
are learning from us? Are we serving in
church? Serving by example is an effective
teaching tool. Therefore, parents should
measure up as godly examples to their
children (1 Pet 5:3). Providing the right
example is crucial. Conversely, we may
persuade and encourage them to serve,
but unless they see us doing likewise, all
teaching will be in vain. If parents show an
indifferent and insincere attitude in serving,
it is more likely that children will imitate this
negative example. Be exemplary in your
service. Actions have more impact than
words.

A Serve as a Family
“But as for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord” (Josh24:15b)

This is Joshua’s bold affirmation of his
faith - he and his family will serve and live
by faith in God. Likewise, parents should
stand firmly on these words spoken by
Joshua. It is their sole responsibility to
take this spiritual lead. Each and every
member of the family must find a place to
serve in church. Serving as a family unites
their commitment to God as they jointly
pursue a mutual objective of honoring and
glorifying Him.

A Identify Gifts and Abilities
“As each one has received a gift, minister
it to one another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God” (1 Pet 4:10)

God has blessed every child with skills
and talents, and everyone is gifted in his or
her own way. Some children in the church
may be more gifted and so are often thrust
into the forefront. But, that does not mean
that those who are less gifted are to be
left in the background. Children must be
reminded that no one is insignificant in
the church and in God’s eyes, nobody’s
service is less important than another.
Strongly emphasize that every sincere and
honest service (however unimportant or
menial it may seem) rendered to members
and to the church is much appreciated and
honored by God. Parents and RE teachers
hold the responsibility of teaching children
to serve with joy, humility and earnestness.
Help them identify and develop areas
where they show aptitude and interest so
that they can offer the best contribution in
their service. These may be in the field of
evangelism, speaking, literary, art, music,
creativity, leadership as well as personal or
spiritual gifts. They must use these God-
given gifts for a more important purpose in
life and not as a showcase for their talents.
They need to learn to use these abilities to
serve and honor God and those in need.

A Attitude in Service
“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as
to the Lord and not to men, knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the reward
of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord
Christ.” (Col 3:23-23)

Children must be constantly reminded to
serve with the right attitude. Only then will
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their efforts be fruitful and effective. Ask them to search their
hearts and examine the purpose of serving. Is it spiritual fervor,
self-esteem, gratefulness to God or selfish ambitions that motivate
their service? What God desires is a consistent service that is God-
focused, one that does not succumb to mood or impulse and a
heart that sincerely yearns to serve Him and not to win the plaudits
of men (Eph 6:7). Their serving will then glorify God and in turn will
profit the church. On the other hand, if their goal in serving is to gain
the praise, envy and admiration of other members in the church,
their service is then rendered futile and insincere. An enthusiastic
and fervent worker of God must develop a perfect, humble and
submissive Christ-like attitude.

A Difficulties Faced in Serving

Children are sometimes reluctant to serve in church. They make
every conceivable excuse to avoid participation. Being very time
conscious, the most common and familiar excuse is that they
just do not have time. Undeniably, children today are living in a
demanding world. Their workload in school is prodigious and
their hectic overloaded schedule of activities eats further into their
remaining time. Whatever little time left is spent on social networking
sites and accessing their indispensable mobile phones! Knowing
that this leaves them with no time for anything else, parents may
feel guilty asking them to serve in church or help others in need.
If this is so, their lack of commitment and ability to serve God will
be severely diminished. Do not allow children to use “no time” as a
feeble excuse. Parents need to justify and inculcate the importance
of serving. Tell them that God had put them here for a purpose - to
serve Him and others.

At times, children can be passive and overtly reluctant to be involved
in any form of service; the reasons being lack of self-confidence and
a fear of inadequacy. They think others are better. This happens
when we make unfavorable comparisons between children who
are serving the same task. At this point, parents and RE teachers
should be a valuable resource for teaching and encouraging.
Constantly reassure and encourage them to pray and put their
complete trust in God to rein in their fears and anxieties. Exercise
prudence and patience. A good starting point is to serve together
with them, parents and teachers supervising as the mentor. Pray
together and share ideas about how they can serve and improve by
the strength that God supplies. Imprint in their minds that a service
which embodies the earnestness and simplicity of their hearts is
greatly approved by God. When children have gained sufficient
confidence, they will then feel comfortable serving by themselves.

A Challenges Ahead

Raising children to be good servants of God begin at home. Parents
and RE teachers as well as ministers of the church should make a
concerted effort to train and nurture the love and joy of serving to
ensure that they are well equipped for a lifetime of service. Those
who serve when they are young will most probably serve when they
are adults. The young workers that pass through the doors of the
church today will indeed be the future generation of workers who
will bring to fruition their pursuit of a lifelong service to God and men
- a service that God would surely esteem.

By Tan Guat Kim
Cheras Church
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BELIEVING IN THE LORD

In the name of Jesus | bear testimony.

Thank God for giving me this opportunity to share my journey of
believing in the Lord and his beautiful arrangement for me. | am
often touched by the spirit when listening to sermons and singing
hymns. It is the amazing grace of God that | am now His child. Till
today, | can’t fathom this opportunity that has been granted to me
to receive this beautiful gospel. What will my life be if | do not have
Jesus, without eternal hope, joy and peace in Christ? | would be like
a small ship sailing aimlessly in a vast ocean, adrift and living a life
without meaning and direction.

Before believing in Christ, | was an actress and a model. | was
involved in the entertainment industry including acting in several
dramas and modeling. This was my profession before believing in
Christ. | had been in the entertainment industry since 17 years old
after high school until the age of 23, which was the time when |
heard the gospel. | was in the entertainment industry for about 5
years. Although those years seemed to be filled with fame and glory,
| was unhappy.

I had the chance to appear on television, meet celebrities; attended
various functions and wore beautiful branded clothes. Yet | found
it hollow and did not enjoy this life of a celebrity. Sometimes, | felt
empty to the extent of being heavy-burdened as | actually disliked
to perform. My involvement in the entertainment industry was a
mistake as | could not mingle and fit in. Sometimes, while | was
acting or modeling, | thought to myself, “What is my purpose of
doing this? Why is it that others can enjoy but | feel no joy being part
of this?” | often felt this emptiness in my heart while driving alone
to the filming location or on the way back home which sometimes
was way past midnight. | acted in various television dramas, and
my face appeared in magazines, but what did all this glory and fame
give me? What is left after this? It felt so false and all seemed a
vanity.

‘Set me free from my prison, that | may praise your
name. Then the righteous will gather about me
because of your goodness to me.’

(Psalm 142:7)

Although | did not know God at that time, but | know God heard
my cries. Through His abundant grace and mercy, God saved me
from the world that did not belong to me. | heard the gospel through
a brother and got to know the true God that created the heavens
and the earth. | followed this brother to church and listened to the
words of God, attended truth seeking classes and naively believed.
| believe that God guided me, giving me a simple heart to receive
His blessings. My family also had no objection in me believing in
Jesus Christ.

After attending truth seeking classes, | understood more about
the Ten Commandments and knew the importance of keeping the
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Sabbath. | knew | had to make a decision.
If I continue to be an actress and model,
the busy schedule and irregular working
hours will prevent me from keeping the
Sabbath.

But if | do not work in the entertainment
industry, what else can | do? After
graduating from high school, | gave up the
opportunity to further my studies as | had
entered into the entertainment industry. |
did not enter college and without a degree,
where else can | venture in?

In actual fact, God has already arranged
everything for me since the beginning.
During the five years in the entertainment
industry, there was a year where | went to
register for an accounting course.

| still remnember when | mentioned about my
interest in taking up an accounting course
to my colleagues and friends, they were
surprised. They had thought that | would
take up courses relating to performing arts
instead of an accounting course which is
totally unrelated to my profession.

At that time, most of the actors and
actresses would attend various seminars
on performing arts, but | was just not
interested. Eventually, | registered and
completed my course. Praise God that
He had arranged everything for me so
that when | left the entertainment industry |
could work in this field.

In their hearts humans plan their course,
but the Lord establishes their steps.
(Proverbs 16:9) For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts
than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

When | made the decision to leave the
entertainment industry, | was worried about
my financial position because the pay in
the entertainment industry was lucrative.
| was reminded by a verse in the Bible.
“Therefore | tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat or drink; or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life
more than food, and the body more than
clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they
do not sow or reap or store away in barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not much more valuable than
they?” (Matthew 6:25-26)
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With this assurance, | left the entertainment
industry. | do not know why | had such
strong faith to leave the industry. | believe it
is because the Lord had guided me every
step of the way. ‘For the kingdom of God
is not a matter of eating and drinking, but
of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit.” (Romans 14:17).

In October 2012, | was officially baptized
into Christ and | was no longer involved in
the entertainment industry. | received the
Holy Spirit three months after baptism.
Under the guidance of the Lord, | became
an accounts executive in a production
company where | once collaborated with.
It was quite tough in the beginning as the
salary was low and my financial burden
was heavy.

Miraculously, my salary increased due to
the recognition and trust from my boss. It
felt surreal to know that | actually received
higher salary compared to my secondary
school mates who have been working in
the accounting field for a few years.

“And the peace of God, which transcends
all  understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 4:7)

This verse really resonates with me as | had
never been happier than | am now. The joy
and peace that the Lord gives cannot be
found in this world. Money might be able
to buy material pleasures and temporal
enjoyment, but it is unable to buy eternal
hope, joy and peace in the Lord, which
is the true everlasting happiness. The
blessings of God also reminded me of the
commandment of God in the observance
of the Holy Sabbath.

“If you keep your feet from breaking the
Sabbath and from doing as you please
on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a
delight and the Lord’s holy day honourable,
and if you honour it by not going your
own way and not doing as you please or
speaking idle words, then you will find your
joy in the Lord, and | will cause you to ride
in triumph on the heights of the land and
to feast on the inheritance of your father
Jacob. For the mouth of the Lord has
spoken”. (Isaiah 58:13-14)

“My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore | will

boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me.”

(2 Corinthians 12:9)

Although | do not earn as much as
compared to before, but the grace of the
Lord is sufficient for me and one blessing
comes after another. God did not only
bless me in terms of my career, He has
also arranged a good boss for me. During
the period when my father contracted
cancer, my boss was concerned about my
father’s condition and medical expenses.
He told me that the company was willing
to sponsor my father’s medical expenses if
| faced financial difficulties.

| felt thankful and thought to myself, ‘How
can it be that | am able to receive such
great grace?’ | thank the Lord continuously
in my heart.

| did not accept my boss’ kind offer
because my father underwent treatment at
the government hospital and the expenses
were not too high. | decided to continue
my studies in accounting because | would
be at a disadvantage since | did not have a
Bachelor’s degree. Therefore, | continued
working and studying.

It was inconvenient for me to travel daily
in the busy traffic as my company was
situated in Damansara while | was residing
in Cheras and the college where | studied
was in Kuala Lumpur (KL). My boss even
made this arrangement for me to leave the
company as early as 3pm if | had lessons
on that particular day. However, | decided
to resign due to the long hours spent on
the road and the need to rush to church for
Friday services after work.

| can still remember during that time, my
boss was on a business trip to China. He
called me, hoping that | could stay. After
he came back from the business trip, he
spoke to me for a long time. He was really
kind and offered to allow me to leave early
at 3pm if | had lessons and gave me an
extra day off every week. This is to help
me concentrate on my studies and to
accompany my father. This means | only
need to work three and a half days per
week. This really surprised me as | was
only carrying out my responsibilities and
| do not think that | had carried out my
tasks that exceedingly well. However to
my boss, | was a good employee to retain.
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Jesus looked at them and said, “With
man this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26) Not
by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’
says the Lord Almighty. If it is not because
of God, all of this will not fall upon me.
(Zechariah 4:6b)

Eventually, | still declined his offer as | had
to take the feelings of my colleagues into
consideration. | decided to resign and
look for another job in KL. When | related
this to my friends, it was beyond their
comprehension that such a good boss
still existed. | know that this is due to the
abundant grace and care from the Lord.

“Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us.”
(Ephesians 3:20)

| admire those that are able to grow up
in the Lord and are able attend religious
education (RE) classes since young. This
is because they are able to know the
words of God earlier, serve the Lord and
enjoy the joy that is freely given to us by
our Lord Jesus Christ. | believe God has
his beautiful will for all of us. It depends on
us; whether we have the heart to submit
to His word and to let Him guide us till the
end of our lives.

Although the entertainment industry seems
to be attractive and glorious, all of this will
pass away. It is not eternal and it is unable
to give us peace in our hearts. When
the last day comes, heaven and earth
will pass away, only those that keep the
commandments will have hope in heaven.
Let us heed the bible teachings to not love
the world as instructed in 1 John 2:15
“Do not love the world or anything in the
world. If anyone loves the world, love for
the Father is not in them”. Let us pray that
God will continue to guide us in our journey
in Christ.

“And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.”

(Philippians 4:7)

All glory to God, Amen

By Sis. Angie, Cheras Church
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